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Mr. Emhamed Khadad 
Member of the Frente Polisaro Leadership  
Advisor to the President of the Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic 
 
Re: Petroleum Exploration offshore Western Sahara 

Dear Mr. Khadad, 
 
Kosmos Energy’s chairman and chief executive officer, Andy Inglis, asked that I reply to your letter dated 
1 February 2017. 
 
Kosmos Energy is not currently conducting a seismic survey offshore Western Sahara.  Under the 
Petroleum Agreement that Kosmos and Capricorn Energy, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Cairn Energy PLC, 
signed with the Office National des Hydrocarbures et des Mines (ONHYM) and the Kingdom of Morocco, 
effective in July 2016, Kosmos and its partners will conduct exploration activities, to include seismic 
acquisition, offshore Cap Boujdour in the near future. 
 
Although the Judgment of 21 December 2016 of the Court of Justice of the European Union (“CJEU 
Judgment”) has specific relevance to the issues and parties therein, our review of the CJEU Judgment does 
not alter our commitment to invest and conduct activities that will provide benefits to the people of 
Western Sahara.   
 
Kosmos Energy has been and will continue to be guided by the 2002 UN Legal Opinion as the legal 
foundation for our exploration offshore Western Sahara.  We believe this opinion provides that our 
exploration carried out under contracts granted by the Kingdom of Morocco is consistent with 
international law.  We find it instructive that the UN Secretary General, in several annual MINURSO 
Reports to the UN Security Council, has acknowledged exploration is occurring offshore the Western 
Sahara and has not requested a delay or cessation of such activities.  Rather, the Secretary General asked 
the relevant actors to hold the interests of the people of the territory “paramount”; that is and has always 
been our aim.   
 
We refer you to the Joint Declaration of Principles we signed with ONHYM in December of 2013.  This 
Declaration is now attached to and made a formal part of our Petroleum Agreement covering the 
Boujdour Maritime area. Significantly, if our exploration is successful, we have a written commitment 
from the Government of Morocco to ensure any commercial development of hydrocarbons will meet 
international standards, as more fully set out in the Joint Declaration, which can be found here: 
http://www.kosmosenergy.com/pdfs/ONHYM-Kosmos-Joint-Declaration-of-Principles-English.pdf.  We 
and our partners, ONHYM and Capricorn Exploration, are committed to bringing benefits and economic 
opportunity to the people of the territory in the right way.  
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As we wrote to you on March 25, 2014, Kosmos Energy firmly believes that our investments in the region, 
if successful, have the potential to contribute to long term benefits for all of the people of the territory, 
catalyzing inclusive and sustainable economic development in a transparent manner.  We affirm and stand 
by that statement.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Reg Manhas 
 
cc: Ambassador Christopher Ross 

Personal Envoy of the UNSG for Western Sahara 
 

Ambassador Kim Bolduc 
UNSG Special Representative for Western Sahara and Head of MINURSO 
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